
Population 
 Boise County is ranked 33rd out of Idaho’s 44 coun-
ties in population and is the 15th largest in area. In 1995, 
Boise County had a population of 5,184 and in 2005 that 
number had increased to 7,535. The increase of 2,351 
individuals represents an increase of 45.4 percent over 
the decade making Boise County the fastest growing 
county in Southwest Idaho. Like other rural communi-
ties Boise County has suffered a downturn in its natural 
resources industries. However, due to its close prox-
imity to Ada County, Boise County has not experienced 
a decrease in population as some counties heavily reliant 
on logging or mining have. Attractions in Boise County 
include the mountains along its southern border, home 
to Bogus Basin Ski Resort and the Payette River which 
attracts rafters and kayakers seeking whitewater thrills. 

Labor Force & Employment  
 The Boise County Civilian Labor Force experienced 
fluctuating levels throughout the decade. Despite this 
fluctuation, the ten year gain in the Civilian Labor Force  was 
1,313 individuals, a gain of 53.6 percent. The unemployment 
rate was highest in 1999 at 7.2 percent and lowest in 2001 at 
3.9 percent. In 2005, the annual average unemployment rate 
was 4.2 percent, down 0.6 percentage points from the 
previous year’s rate of 4.8 percent. It should be noted that 
over 50 percent of the Boise County labor force commutes to 
Ada County.   
 Nonfarm Payroll Jobs in Boise County increased by 359 
jobs, or 30.4 percent, from 1993 to 2003. The most notable 
increases were recorded in Construction (261.5 percent) and 
Education and Health Services (183.3 percent). Trade, 
Transportation & Utilities also experienced a large job 
increase of 80.3 percent over the decade. Job increases in 
these sectors outpaced the large percentage of jobs lost in the 

Agriculture industry (-56.9 percent). Varying job gains were 
realized in every other sector of Boise County’s economy 
during the ten year period 1993 to 2003. Large employment 
increases occurring in the industries they did in Boise County 
is indicative of the large population increase the County has 
experienced over the last decade. The building boom has 
spilled over from the Treasure Valley as homes are built for 
new residents as well as the construction of new commercial 
buildings. County retailers benefit from the increased 
population as well as increased seasonal visitors to Boise 
County’s many various outdoor attractions. 
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Labor Force May 2005 May 2006
Civilian Labor Force 4,174 4,309
  Total Employment 4,012 4,180
  Unemployed 161 128
Boise County % Unemployed 3.9 3.0
State of Idaho % Unemployed 3.9 3.4
U.S. % Unemployed 5.1 4.7

Labor Force 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
  Civilian Labor Force 2,451 2,461 2,475 2,548 2,468 3,426 3,455 3,494 3,539 3,566 3,764
  Unemployment 122 149 156 152 177 167 135 165 184 171 158
 % of Labor Force Unemployed 5.0 6.1 6.3 6.0 7.2 4.9 3.9 4.7 5.2 4.8 4.2
  Employment 2,329 2,312 2,319 2,396 2,291 3,259 3,320 3,328 3,355 3,395 3,606

Unemployment Rates
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Per Capita Income & Employment 
 Boise County ranked 29th in the state in terms of per 
capita income in 2004 at $21,943 which is considerably 
below the state average of $26,877 and the national average 
of $33,050.  
 The majority of jobs are located within Leisure and 
Hospitality, Trade, Utilities, and Transportation, and Gov-
ernment. The average wages for these industries are $9,911, 
$14,101, and $29,681. U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management workers fall in the Government category 
which makes up approximately 35 percent of all jobs within 
the county. Jobs in Leisure and Hospitality account for an-
other 32 percent of jobs in the county, and unfortunately, 

* Additional Occupational Wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Commerce & Labor website at cl.idaho.gov/lmi. 

This county is served by the Idaho Commerce & Labor offices listed below: 
2030 S. Washington Street  205 E. Watertower Lane 
Emmett, ID 83617-9450 Ph: (208) 364-7780 Meridian, ID 83642-6282 Ph: (208) 364-7785  

Occupational Wages* Starting 
Wage

Cashier/Sales  Clerk $6.35
Cons truction Laborer $9.00
Cook $7.45
Counter Clerk $6.20
Farm  Laborer $5.25
Landscape Laborer $6.75
Lum ber Worker/Logger $10.00
Material Handler $7.50
Office Clerk $8.15
Waiter/Waitress $6.00

Major Employers
Basin School District
Bogus Basin Ski Resort
Boise County
Challenger Companies Inc.
Garden Valley School District
Terrace Lakes Ranch
Horseshoe Bend School District
Wards Greenhouse
Project Patch
Crouch Merc
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Per Capita Income 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
  Boise County $18,457 $18,838 $18,908 $20,043 $20,252 $21,542 $21,518 $21,709 $21,263 $21,943
  State of Idaho $18,707 $19,426 $20,248 $20,648 $21,789 $22,786 $24,075 $25,185 $25,330 $26,877
  United States $22,172 $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,845 $30,575 $30,804 $31,472
Info rm atio n pro v ide d by U.S . C e ns us  B ure au

Nonfarm Payroll Jobs for 2004

Covered Employment & Average Annual
Wages Per Job for 1994, 2003, & 2004 Average Average Average Average Average Average

Employment Wages Employment Wages Employment Wages
Total Covered Wages 1,369 $16,202 1,539 $20,940 1,647 $23,816
  Agriculture 216 $19,252 62 $27,227 78 $25,392
  Mining * * * * * *
  Construction 37 $15,532 94 $29,625 94 $33,312
  Manufacturing * * 44 $24,192 51 $27,179
  Trade, Utilities, & Transportation 75 $12,739 128 $14,101 132 $16,056
  Information * * * * * *
  Financial Activities 4 $5,463 12 $25,531 9 $14,212
  Professional and Business Services 41 $17,344 74 $28,637 161 $43,197
  Educational and Health Services 38 $12,395 68 $17,930 68 $19,374
  Leisure and Hospitality 465 $7,935 494 $9,911 487 $11,199
  Other Services 6 $4,105 19 $9,559 23 $16,168
  Government 409 $21,825 533 $29,681 527 $29,977

1994 2003 2004

This publication is produced by Idaho Commerce & Labor funded at least in part by federal grants from the United States Department of Labor.  
Costs associated with this specific publication are available by contacting Idaho Commerce & Labor.  
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